Welcome Visitors!

If you are visiting with us today, we invite you to let us know you were here. In front of you, in the pews, you will find a
visitor card. If you are willing, leave us your name and phone number, or e-mail address so that we can connect with you
and find out more about you and share more about who we are as well.

Care and Prayer
If you have a prayer request, let us know so we can be in prayer for you. Either use the visitor cards in front of you or e-mail
Kathy Gant at gants@att.net

Sunday Morning Coffee
The coffee is on! Every Sunday morning at 9:30 am, you are invited to join us for coffee. Connect with Central folks for
fellowship and conversation. Coffee is available from 9:30 until 10:45 am.

The Central Hub
Keep up with what’s going on each week by subscribing to our weekly e-newsletter. You can subscribe by going to
knoxcentralumc.org and fill out the form at the bottom of the page.

Spiritual Discipline of Giving and Financial Update

Giving financially is a spiritual discipline and has the power to shape and transform us. When we give, it expresses priorities
in our lives. All are encouraged to give out of the abundance that God has provided us. We aren’t currently passing the
offering plates, but we do ask you to consider giving to the ministries of Central Church in one of the following ways.

Place your gift in the offering Plate on Sunday Morning. You’ll find them as you exit the sanctuary.
Mail a check to 201 Third Ave. or bring it by the office.

Give online (text to give) and through the Vanco Mobile App or scan the Vanco QR code.

Set up an automatic withdrawal through your checking account. Please reach out to Laurie in the office to sign up.
Scan the PayPal QR code to donate through PayPal. @

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram.
Sign up for our weekly e-letter, The Central Hub, on our website,
www.knoxcentralumc.org

Pastoral and Administrative Staff
Office: 865-524-1659

Facebook: Central United Methodist Church, Knoxville, TN

Central United
Methodist Church

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 1, 2026
10:45 a.m.

Our Vision:
Making Christ known by extending hospitality,
serving the community, pursuing justice and embracing all.
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We Gather to Praise God

Prelude Come, Thou Fount arr. Joseph Martin

Welcome The Peace of Christ be with you! And also with you! Rev. Diana Brown Taylor

Opening Prayer

* Call to Worship
Light-bearers, come worship, and testify to the saving acts of God,
whose steadfast love and faithfulness endure forever.
With what shall we come before the Lord, and bow before God on high?
Shall we bring offerings, priceless possessions, or grand gestures of devotion?
God has shown us what is good: not empty sacrifice,
but true, full devotion of heart and life. And what does the Lord require of us?
To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God.
Let us worship the Lord and proclaim God’s glory together! Thanks be to God! Amen.

Rev. Dr. Greta Smith

* Opening Hymns What Gift Can We Bring? UMH 87

What gift can we bring, what present, what token? What words can convey it, the joy of this day?
When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing, what song can we offer in honor and praise?

Give thanks for the past, for those who had vision, who planted and watered so dreams could come true.
Give thanks for the now, for study, for worship, for mission that bids us turn prayer into deed.

Give thanks for tomorrow, full of surprises, for knowing whatever tomorrow may bring,
the Word is our promise always, forever; we rest in God’s keeping and live in God’s love.

This gift we now bring, this present, this token, these words can convey it, the joy of this day!
When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing, this song we now offer in honor and praise!

We Listen to Hear God’s Voice

Micah 6:1-8
The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Amen.

Scripture

A Time for Young Christians Holly Walker
Sunday school for nursery through 5th grade is offered every week following children’s time except on
Sundays when we celebrate Holy Communion (typically the first Sunday of each month).

Prayer Concerns

Sermon What is Good? Doing Justice Rev. Dr. Smith

Prayer List
Sunday, February 1, 2026

The family of Jack Carlson (Jabette's husband and Jeanette Brewington's and Kathleen Palmer's father), who died January
15.

Cyndi French is experiencing tumor growth and will meet with doctors to discuss treatment options (4233 Drifting Drive,
37912).

Kathy Gant has her final brachytherapy treatment Tuesday.

Vicki Skeen Hollingsworth's appointment with the orthopedist was postponed until February 9 due to the weather. She is
on their cancellation list for an earlier opening (3326 Clearview St, 37917).

Nancy Morgan's (Lori Guess's mother) scans looked good, but she has decided to undergo three more months of
chemotherapy and repeat the scans. She starts chemotherapy again Thursday (3105 Atoka Ln, 37917),

Rachel Roberts's (David Roberts's mother) health continues to decline. Remember Rachel, David and the family at this time
(7028 Mellon Pointe Way, 37924).

Gunnar Barnes (Lucy Varnell's brother-in-law) is continuing his five times a week radiation treatments for his cancer and
twice a week physical therapy sessions to recover from his fall.

Warren Craig (Jenny Fowler's father) procedure Wednesday for bile duct blockage was successful. The family will be looking
into rehabilitation and future assisted living.

Benjamin Daniel Cremin arrived January 22 in Nashville, born to Daniel and Amelia Brown Cremin. Megan and Larry Brown
are new grandparents, and Jean Gangaware has another great-grandchild. Benjamin and parents are doing well.

Phyllis Greear (sister of Nancy Brown) was hospitalized last week in Pensacola, Florida, with delirium. She is now in a
rehabilitation facility near her daughter in Southern Alabama.

Brian Smith (Charlie Smith's brother) died Tuesday in Georgia from complications after removal of a brain tumor.

Please continue to remember Pat Cowart (Melanie Gangaware's mother), Al Curl (420 Ridgedale Drive, Strawberry Plains,
37871), David Helms (801 E Inskip Dr, 37912), Peter Keyes (2806 N Decatur Rd, Apt. 212, Decatur, GA 30033), Diane

Lowe (7125 Meadowbrook Cir, 37918), Joan Moon (7655 Apple Cross, Corryton, 37721), Ron O'Tool (312 Hamilton Rd,
37920), Charles Sartwell (Ann Sartwell's father and former CUMC member, Ivy Park at Monterey, 1110 Cass St, Apt 101,
Monterey, CA 93940), Donna Shirley (Larry Ward's sister, 4133 Stephanie, Jonesboro, AR 72405), Billy Varnell (4121
Riverstone Ln, 37918), Carroll and Lucy Varnell (4408 High School Rd, 37912), Bill Winans (3696 Halcyon Trace, Trussville, AL
35173), A C Wilson (4371 Lifespring Lane, #215, 37918), and Rev. Grady Winegar (The Village at Allandale, Virginia's

Garden #206, 100 Strickland Court, Kingsport, TN, 37660.

Breakthrough Prayer
Holy Spirit, Breakthrough and guide Central Church in generosity and
faithful stewardship of the resources you provide.
Lead us to creative ideas; open doors to make new disciples.
Help us to flourish. Remove our worries and increase our faith.
We praise you and thank you, the God from whom all blessings flow. Amen.



Looking Ahead ~ Our Calendar

Weekly:
Builder’s Class Bible Study via Zoom, Tuesday at 6:30 pm

Monthly:
1%t Tuesday — Prayer Group, 10am, # 213
Caswell Manor Lunch Prep.
1%t Wednesday — Serve Caswell Manor Lunch
2"d Thursday — Help at Minvilla Manor
Second Harvest Food Pantry
39 Monday - Leadership Council, 6:30 pm, #210
3" Tuesday — Trustee Meeting, 10am, # 209
3" Thursday — VMC Lunch Prep
3" Friday — Serve VMC Lunch

Central Harmony, Wednesday at 5:30-6:15
Choir, Wednesday at 6:15 — 7:45 pm

Worship, Sunday at 10:45 am

February 1 Book Club, Room 213, Noon
February 3 Prayer Meeting, Room 213, 10am

A Disciple’s Path study with Pastor Jimmy, 6:30 pm, Choir room (Room 204)
February 5 4t and Gill Annual Meeting & Potluck, Fellowship Hall, 6 pm

A Disciple’s Path study with Pastor Jimmy, 6:30 pm, Choir room (Room 204)
Leadership Council, Room 210, 6:30 pm

A Disciple’s Path study with Pastor Jimmy, 6:30 pm, Choir room (Room 204)
Ash Wednesday

Justice Knox Meeting, Room 210, Noon — 2pm

4t and Gill Board Meeting, Room 210, 4pm

February 10
February 16
February 17
February 18
February 22

The Central UMC Book Club will be reading “All the Light We Cannot See” by Anthony Doerr for January, in conjunction with
the sermon series about light. This beloved modern classic was a 2015 Pulitzer Prize winner, along with many other awards.
The story line involves a blind French girl and a German boy with a love for science whose lives intersect in heroic ways in
WWII. The book is readily available in hard copy and audio through multiple outlets and was also made into a Netflix limited
series. Join us for discussion TODAY immediately following worship. Light snacks will be available. See Sue Renfro for details.

Snacks for Beaumont Thank you, Central, for your generosity in buying individually packaged snacks for our kids at
Beaumont Magnet Academy each and every week of the school year. Long before Central started this service ministry, the
teachers bought snacks using their own salary. It’s just a fact that children can focus and learn if their tummies are not
hurting or growling from emptiness. Please know your weekly commitment is very appreciated! (A list of the most requested
snacks is available outside of the sanctuary, at the Central Sign Up Board.)

The Central congregation is thankful for Pastors Jimmy Sherrod and Diana Brown Taylor as they lead us in worship and
growing discipleship, service in our community and faithful care throughout the year. The Staff/Parish Relations Committee
(SPRC) invites you to help honor them by making a contribution to the Pastor Appreciation fund as we plan to honor Jimmy
and Diana during morning worship on February 15th. Your contribution, duly noting its designation for Pastor Appreciation,
can be placed in the offering plate on Sunday or sent to the church office by February 11th. Thank you for considering a
financial gift to help us extend our thanks and appreciation to them.

Welcome Greta Smith to worship today. She is a licensed psychologist and a provisional deacon in the UMC. In addition to
working as a mental health professional, she serves in an unofficial capacity at First United Methodist Church in Maryville
where she lives with her husband, 16-year-old son, 21-year-old daughter (when she's not at college), and two very spoiled
dogs. She is passionate about sharing the love and grace of Christ.

We Respond to God’s Great Love

* Hymn How Shall | Come Before the Lord
How shall | come before the Lord and bow myself with heart out poured?
And shall | come with offering? What shall | give? What shall | bring?

Will finest gifts bring God’s delight? Will wealth bring favor in God'’s sight?
What must we be? What must we do? What does the Lord require of you?

Let justice shine in all your ways. Let loving kindness rule your days,
that, as this earthly path you trod, you shall walk humbly with your God.

Announcements
Offering our Gifts

Offertory What Does the Lord Require of You? Jim Strathdee

T Dedication of Gifts Doxology UMH 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!*
Communion Anthem

In Remembrance (from Celebrate Life!) Buryl Red and Ragan Courtney

Celebration of Holy Communion

Micah reminds us that our prayers, fasting, and pious ritual must be lived out in compassion and justice:
When we forget the fast you desire—To do justice, and rise up for the powerless:
Lord, have mercy.
When we forget the prayer you love—To show compassion and care for those in need:
Christ, have mercy.
When we forget the rituals you require—To create relationships of righteousness and peace:
Lord have mercy.
Forgive us, O God,
Forgive us and help us turn towards you.

Words of Assurance
The God who calls us to walk in the light also meets us with mercy along the way.
In Jesus Christ, justice and kindness embrace, and grace is made visible.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God. Amen.



The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.

From the beginning, you spoke light into the darkness, and your light has never stopped shining.
You brought your people out of bondage, led them through the wilderness,
and set them on paths of life.

Through prophets and poets, through law and promise, you showed us what is good and what you require:

to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with you.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven,
with candles of hope and voices of praise, we join the unending song:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, the true light, which shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.

In him, your justice took flesh, your mercy drew near, and your humility walked among us.
He healed the broken, welcomed the forgotten, and taught us how to love without counting the cost.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you,

gave it to his disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice,
in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood and lit by his love.

By your Spirit, make us people of your light—seeking justice where there is harm,
loving kindness where there is need, and walking humbly with you
in every place you send us.

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen

t The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The United Methodist Church celebrates an open table. All are welcome at Christ’s table of grace.
We serve by intinction. You will be offered a piece of bread dipped in the cup with the words,
“The body of Christ given for you and the blood of Christ shed for you.”

You are invited to spend time at the altar in prayer, if you wish.

For those with gluten sensitivities, a gluten-free alternative is available at the center table.

We Are Scattered to Serve God in Our World

T Closing Hymn Lord, You Give the Great Commission (vv. 1-4) UMH 584

Lord you give the great commission: “Heal the sick and preach the word.”
Lest the Church neglect its mission, and the gospel go unheard,
help us witness to your purpose with renewed integrity.

[refrain] With the Spirit's gifts empower us for the work of ministry

Lord you call us to your service: “In my name baptize and teach.”
That the world may trust your promise, life abundant meant for each,
give us all new fervor, draw us closer in community. [refrain]

Lord you make the common holy: “This my body this my blood.”
Let us all, for earth's true glory, daily lift life heavenward, asking that the world around us
share your children's liberty. [refrain]

Lord you show us love's true measure: “Father what they do, forgive.”
Yet we hoard as private treasure all that you so freely give.
May your care and mercy lead us to a just society. [refrain]

+ Benediction

Postlude Toccata on “Hymn to Joy” arr. Douglas E. Wagner
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T Please stand in body or spirit



